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Armed Neutrality (December 1800), consisting of Russia,
Prussia, Sweden and Denmark. But this sinister combina-
tion was quickly broken up first by Nelson's brilliant victory
at Copenhagen (2 April 1801), and, secondly, by the assas-
sination of the Czar Paul (March 1801). Paul's successor
Alexander I was a man of a different mould and temper.
Meanwhile Great Britain was determined to allow no
remnant of Bonaparte's authority to remain in Egypt, The
victory of Sir Ralph Abercromby at Alexandria (March
1801) practically decided the matter: in September the
French agreed to evacuate Egypt, which was forthwith
restored to the Porte. There was no longer any immediate
PEACE OF obstacle in the way of the conclusion of peace,
AMIENS, 1802 and on 23 March 1802, a treaty was signed at
Amiens between England on the one side, and France, Spain
and the Batavian Republic on the other.
France agreed to evacuate the Papal States and Naples, to restore
Egypt to the Porte and to acknowledge the independence of the
Ionian islands. Great Britain, on the other hand, restored to France
and her allies all the conquests made during the war, except Ceylon
(captured from Holland in 1795) and Trinidad (taken from Spain in
1797); she agreed that Malta should be restored to the Knights of
St. John, and tacitly accepted the continental settlement as defined
at Lun6ville.
The Treaty of Amiens, the only peace made between
Great Britain and France during the long series of Revolu-
tionary and Napoleonic wars, proved to be a hollow truce.
But Pitt was no longer at the helm in England, and Bona-
parte desired a breathing space in which to consolidate his
power in France.